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Where Were the Presbyterians? 


Months back in one of our towns here in Florida we had a woman 
doctor, one of our public health doctors, who served three towns. She 
needed to have a conference with the Negro nurse who worked under 
her supervision. All of her day was filled with appointments and she 
couldn’t find the time for that conference, so, she asked the Negro 
nurse to meet her in the back of an eating place downtown where 
they could have a sandwich and discuss their work. And they did 
meet and they ate a sandwich together as they discussed professional 
matters. {| The people heard about it and the mob gathered. Citizens 
went down to the county commissioners of that town and of the other 
two counties and said, “Fire her! She has violated the traditions and 
customs of the Southland. Fire her!” {] Where in that situation were 
our Presbyterians? Where were our Methodists? Our Episcopalians? 
Where were all of our churchmen? Where were all of our people who 
are dedicated to this proposition of All for Christ? Did they go down 
before these county commissioners and say, “Don’t! This is wrong!”? 
No, they called for a bowl, and they washed their hands, and they 
said, just as Pontius Pilate said, ““The blood of this innocent, righteous 
person won’t be on my hands. See to it yourself.” And she was fired, 
to the everlasting shame of our citizens. 


—GOVERNOR COLLINS to the Miami Men’s Convention 
(see pages 5 and 8). 











Letters to the Editors 





Query About Pulpit Teaching Is Discussed 





Minister's Reply 
To Tue OUTLOOK: 

In response to the good doctor’s letter 
(OuTLOOK, Oct. 14), let me say that some 
ministers are not reluctant to take a stand 
on the race question. In fact, one of my 
friends in a South Carolina church has 
been asked to leave as soon as possible 
because of his stand. Attendance has 
dropped considerably at each service be- 
cause of his “occasional” mentioning of 
the Christian position on the matter of 
segregation. 

Indeed, it’s the other way around in my 
church. The Diaconate is so relucant 
even to hear anything on the subject, that 
it sent a unanimous resolution to the Ses- 
sion asking that the minister refrain from 
saying anything else, either by way of 
Scripture, illustration, or in prayer from 
the pulpit, lest he “further divide the 
church” and therefore thwart the building 
program. Thank God, the Session received 
the resolution as information! 

The doctor wonders why his preacher 
doesn’t take a stand, and my people won- 
der why I do. Maybe we could get to- 
gether. 

SoutH CAROLINA, 


Reply to Physician 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

In reply to the physician who asks if 
we ministers are reluctant to speak on 
the subject of segregation, I may be able 
to give him some help in understanding 
the position his minister may find him- 
self in. Not knowing the feeling of the 
minister or the community in which he 
lives, I can only make these guesses. 


More help for you 


—teachers of adults and y. p. 


For 8 weeks (Oct. 6-Nov. 24) you will be 
studying 1 Corinthians in Sunday School 


The Church in the World 
(A Study of 1 Corinthians) 
By R. Stuart Louden 
A Church of Scotland help in Bible study 
Only 35¢ per copy 





You will want copies for yourself 
and for your students (for extra 
reading). These are the headings of 
the 55-page Louden booklet: 

The Church Divided Is Christ Betrayed 
Can a Christian Do What He Likes? 

. The Lord’s Supper. 

God’s Power in Church Life. 

The Importance of the Resurrection. 

. The Church in Action. 

This is Louden’s opening sentence: 

“There is hardly a problem in any Chris- 
tian congregation of the twentieth century 
which is not paralleled in those problems 
which faced the Christians in Corinth in the 
time of St. Paul’s letter to them.” 


The Presbyterian Outlook 
1 N. 6th Street Richmond 19, Va. 


AUR WN 


Your minister may be hesitating for 
these reasons: 

1. He may feel that any positive state- 
ment on his part would limit his ministry 
in those who disagree with the statement. 
This, I realize is not a very good reason 
to keep silent, but it is a reason used. 

2. He may not agree with the attitude 
taken by the church in its meetings of the 
General Assembly, and may feel insecure 
about stating his position. 

3. He may be waiting until some inci- 
dent occurs in your community when he 
will be forced to say something, not feel- 
ing that the emotional aspect of “stirring 
up” sleeping dogs would be at all good. 
This, I realize, is backwards, because 
men are not receptive to any thought-pro- 
voking statements when the situation be- 
comes “red hot” emotionally during any 
local racial] tension. 

4. He may be just plain afraid of it, 
feeling it is bigger than his ability to 
cope with it. I hope he is not, but this 
could be a reason. I don’t know how I 
would feel in my community if we had 
to face the issue locally. We don’t have 
the problem because no Negro families 
have ever been allowed to live here. If 
they were here, and the situation was 
being “forced,” as some people feel it is 
in other areas, I don’t know whether I 
would have the courage to say the things 
I have said in my church and before civic 
groups. 

Mr. Physician, you have a right to some 
positive guidance, because, unless it comes 
from the church, mob rule must result. 
Your point may be well taken in your 
community. I hope it isn’t true on a 
wide scale. We as Christians, must ac- 
cept the responsibility of the leadership 
that is ours in the community, or we will 
be a part of the problem through default. 

J.S. R. Tippens. 
Cullman, Alabama. 


Half-Hearted Stand? 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


There is no place in THE Outlook for 
a half-hearted stand against liquor. Dr. 
Holmes Rolston’s statement (April 15, 
1957, p. 4) about the taking of a drink of 
wine, “It may be an unwise thing,” sound- 
ed strange to me, coming from the editor- 
in-chief of our Christian Education mate- 





While they last 
You may still get copies of the 


Convention Daily 


—from the Miami Men’‘s Conven- 
tion. 

A limited supply; first come, first 
served. 2 sets (10 papers) for $1, 
cash with order (minimum); 5 sets, 
$2; 10 sets, $3.50; 25 sets, $8.50; 
50 sets, $16; 75 sets, $23; 100 sets 
$30. 

Get them for the men in your 
church to have. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
1 North 6th St. Richmond 19, Va. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond 
Publishers Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except alternate weeks 


Telephone 86-1371; night 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. Foreign postage $1 extra. 


rial. However, the faint condemnation by 
“A Hostess Emeritus” (Sept. 23, p. 5) of 
“beautiful Martinis” seems like a page of 
your paper that is worse than wasted as 
far as promoting abstinence is concerned. 


Ear R. YOUNG. 
Lexington, Ky. 


NOTE—Mr. Young may be a bit too 
hard on our correspondents. After all, 
many things are beautiful or attractive 
and appealing that are wrong, so his case 
should not be built up on this basis.—Eds. 


Moderator’s Statement . 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


We have just read Dr. William M. El- 
liott’s statement, “In the Present Crisis”, 
in October 7, OuTLOoK. Members of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., who are look- 
ing for an excuse to continue social preju- 
dices, will find much refuge and encour- 
agement for complacency in the Modera- 
tor’s statement. 

Is our Moderator not calling Christian 
people “to spend much time in prayer that 
we may come to know” what has already 
been revealed to us clearly in the Scrip- 
tures as “the will of God in this important 
matter” of race relations! Since “His 
will is all that matters,” then it seems to 
us that it is the obligation and responsi- 
bility of the followers of Christ to ACT 
upon what we already know as his will 
in this matter of inter-personal relations. 


Mary (Mrs. D. R.) KINSER. 
EVALYN GREEN 
Richmond, Va. 


Miami Convention Daily 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


It was my good pleasure to attend the 
Men’s Convention in Miami. I have never 
experienced anything so moving and in- 
spiring as was this great gathering. As 
a young minister fresh out of seminary, 
it will remain stamped upon my heart as 
long as I shall live. One thing that added 
so much to the convention was the Con- 
vention Daily. I bought two copies of each 
issue for myself so that I could clip them 
and place them in my permanent files. 
My father is a Presbyterian Elder and was 
unable to attend. I sincerely believe that 
the Convention Daily would be a real joy 
and blessing to him, as it would to all 
others who were unable to attend. I am 
enclosing $1.00 and would appreciate it 
if you would mail him one copy each of 
the 5 issues of the Convention Daily.... 

I sincerely hope that THE OUTLOOK will 
continue to be used of God in such glo- 
rious ways to spread the events and work- 
ings that are going on in our church. Your 
paper did much to make this convention 
one of the great evidences of the presence 
of the Holy Spirit in our day. 

RoBeErT B. SMITH. 
New Orleans, La. 

NOTE—A few copies are yet available: 

Minimum order: 2 sets (10 papers), $1 


(cash with order); 5 sets, $2; 10 sets, 
$3.50; 25 sets, $8.50. 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


I enjoyed the Convention Daily and it 
gave me a complete record to bring home. 
Thanks for your excellent coverage of the 
Men’s Convention. 

JAMES R. BULLOCK. 
Jackson, Tenn. 


, Va, Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 


July and August and last week December. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 








DiscrpLes OF CurisT have changed the 
name of their denomination and it has 
become the ‘International Convention of 
Christian Churches (Disciples of 
Christ).” . . . A CHAPLAINCY SERVICE 
for the city’s hospitals and institutions 
is being planned by the San Francisco 
Council of Churches. Gilbert F. Close, 
Portalhurst Presbyterian Church, is 
chairman of the committee developing 
the project... . THE UNITED CHURCH 
or Curist (formed last June by a merger 
of Congregational-Christian and Evan- 
gelical and Reformed churches) has in- 
vited denominations interested in even- 
tually becoming part of the new denom- 
ination to sit in on meetings of its con- 
stitution-drafting committee. . . . THE 
U. S. SuprEME Court has reaffirmed its 
decision of last June that obscenity has 
no standing under the First Amendment 
to the Constitution respecting freedom 
of the press. . . . A SEATTLE, WASH., 
MINISTER has filed a complaint in Fed- 
eral Court against a ruling of the state 
Attorney-General banning Religious Em- 
phasis Week at the University of Wash- 
ington. .. . Bitty GRAHAM has accepted 
an invitation to conduct a crusade in 
Australia in 1959. San Francisco church- 
men are beginning plans for their cru- 
sade which opens in that city next April. 

. FourTEEN national organizations, 
most of them religious groups, have join- 
ed in submitting a friends-of-the-court 
brief to the U. S. Supreme Court uphold- 
ing the right of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People 
to enjoy freedom of association. 
Baptists would face imprisonment and 
even death rather than surrender reli- 
gious freedom to the state, the president 
of the Baptist Union of South Africa 
told its annual Assembly recently. . . . 
PLANS TO ESTABLISH a $250,000 Protes- 
tant chapel at Idlewild Airport have been 
approved by the General Assembly of 
the Protestant Council of the City of 
New York. Funds must still be raised. 
. . . AN EXPANDED PROGRAM of evan- 
gelism calling for a budget of nearly 
$1,000,000 and a three-month Crusade 
for Church Attendance, beginning in 
January, have been approved by the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Protestant Council 
of the City of New York. 


South Africa Protest 
Is Set for Dec. 10th 


New York (rNS)—A “Declaration 
of Conscience” protesting South Africa’s 
apartheid (racial segregation) policy has 
been signed -by 123 religious, political, 
civic, educational and other leaders in 
38 countries. 

It calls upon the peoples of the free 
world to join in a Day of Protest against 
South Africa’s racial policy on Human 
Rights Day, Dec. 10. 


American Committee 


The statement was released here by 
the American Committee on Africa which 
initiated it. 

The committee said the Declaration of 
Conscience International Committee is 
headed by Eleanor Roosevelt. United 
States chairmen are Dean James A. Pike 
of the Cathedral of St. John the Divine 
here and Martin Luther King, Jr., Mont- 
gomery, Ala., Baptist pastor and Negro 
leader. 

“Freedom and human dignity are in 
grave jeopardy in the Union of South 
Africa today,” the declaration states. 
“The Government of that nation con- 
tinues to extend relentlessly its racist 





N. Y. Presbytery 
Sees ““Root Cause” 


Residential segregation has been called 
the “root cause” of most forms of racial 
discrimination by the Presbytery of New 
York. 

In making this statement, the presby- 
tery gave its official backing to the 
Sharkey-Brown-Isaacs bill, which would 
forbid discrimination on the basis of 
color, race, religion, or national origin 
in the renting and sale of houses and 
apartments. 

The resolution, which was overwhelm- 
ingly endorsed, declared: 

“We believe the bill will be a major 
step in the elimination of segregation in 
neighborhoods, at the same time guaran- 
teeing the legitimate rights of landlords 
to refuse to sell or rent on the basis of 
character, credit rating and past be- 
haviot...<" 

A second resolution called on New 
York Presbyterians to support the bill 
by making known their views to the 
mayor and city council. 





policy of apartheid into the economic, 
educational, religious and other areas of 
human life. The countless indignities in- 
flicted on millions of South African 
people represent a long and tragic re- 
versal of freedom.” 

The signers called upon the South 
African government to “honor its moral 
and legal obligations as a signatory to 
the U.N. Charter by honoring the (U.N.) 
Declaration of Human Rights.” They 
urged “all free associations to petition 
their organizations and governments to 
use their influence to bring about a peace- 
ful, just and democratic solution in South 
Africa.” 


Moral Forces 


The world leaders asked for a mobili- 
zation of the “spiritual and moral forces 
of mankind on the Day of Protest to 
demonstrate to the Government of South 
Africa that free men abhor its policies 
and will not tolerate the continued sup- 
pression of human freedom.” 

“All men who believe in human dig- 
nity and the principle that freedom is 
not the prerogative of a single ethnic 
group,”’ the signers said, ‘‘no longer dare 
to remain silent in the face of widening 
repression of reason and justice. As a 
matter of conscience we call upon free- 
dom-loving people everywhere to adhere 
to this Declaration.” 

The signers include two Prime Min- 
isters, one Vice-President, eight Cabinet 
Ministers, two speakers of national legis- 
latures, 19 national legislators, the presi- 
dent of the International Confederation 
of Free Trade Unions and leaders in 
other fields. 


Social Security Ruling 
Is Hazard to Ministers 


WasHINGTON, D.C. (rNs)—An ad- 
visory opinion issued by fhe Social Se- 
curity Administration threatens to re- 
strict the benefits of retired ministers and 
missionaries who are provided with homes 
by the churches or denominations which 
they served. 

The agency held that if the rental 
value of a parsonage is designated as 
income for social security purposes in 
computing base earnings for benefits it 
also must be counted towards the maxi- 








mum of $1,200 a year that a retired re- 
cipient of benefits is permitted to earn 
while receiving such benefits. 


$1,200 Limit 

When a retired worker receives more 
than $1,200 earned income in a year his 
benefits are terminated. 

The rental value of almost any house 
or apartment uses up most of the $1,200 
allowance. Therefore, retired clergymen 
who live in homes furnished by their 
religious groups will be severely restrict- 
ed as to the amount of cash income they 
can have and still receive social security 
payments. 

Most clergymen would qualify for 
maximum social security benefits if per- 
mitted to include their parsonage rental 
value or housing allowance as earned 
income. Maximum social security bene- 
fits are based on an average annual in- 
come of $4,200. The benefits of those 
with lower incomes are reduced propor- 
tionately. 

Charles Smith, associate director of the 
Washington office of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches, said the new social se- 
curity ruling “disrupts many of the re- 


tirement plans worked out by Protestant 
denominations.” 

He pointed out that nearly all denom- 
inations make provision for their retired 
missionaries and many churches provide 
for their retired ministers to continue 
occupying a parsonage. 

“As a result, the amount of cash in- 
come they can have and stay within social 
security limitations is not more than $300 
a year in most instances,” he said. 


Action Is Expected 

Several members of Congress are ex- 
pected to press a proposal that the $1,200 
limitation on earnings of retired persons 
be eliminated from the Social Security 
Act. If this ceiling is retained, church 
representatives will ask for some change 
in the law to remove the handicap it 
places on retired clergymen.- 

The problem is an unforeseen compli- 
cation arising out of an amendment to 
the Social Security Act passed by Con- 
gress in August. The amendment, spon- 
sored by Sen. Robert S. Kerr (D.-Okla.), 
provided for counting the rental value 
of parsonages as income. Sen. Kerr in- 
tended that his bill help clergymen who 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by persons 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questions are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: Charles 
E. S. Kraemer, president of the Presbyterian, 
U. S., Assembly’s Training School; Donald 
G. Miller, Union Seminary in Virginia; and 
Marshall C. Dendy, executive secretary of 
the Presbyterian, U. S., Board of Christian 
Education. 


AT DEATH 

Does a person who dies immediately 
pass on to heaven, or stay in some 
place for three days as Christ did? 

KRAEMER: The only way I would 
know to answer that is to try to find out 
if Scripture has anything to say about 
it, and the only Scripture reference that 
comes to my mind now (as a matter of 
fact, I have thought of it before and 
tried to find others) is our Lord’s promise 
to the thief on the cross when he said to 
him, ‘“Today thou shalt be with me in 
Paradise.” I would say that the answer 
that we have in Scripture is that imme- 
diately upon death those who die in the 
Lord are with the Lord. 


PROMISED LAND 
If God promised Moses the Promised 
Land why did the Jews have to fight 
for it? Why do thy have to fight for 
it today? 

Miter: As to the first answer to the 
question, it would not be good for us if 
God gave us things outright without our 
cooperation. He gave them the Promised 
Land, but they had to work for it. The 
point is that they never could have gotten 
it themselves apart from him, and they 


4 


marvelled that they could get it at all. 
Therefore, they thought of it as his gift, 
even though they had to work for it. 

As to the second half of the question, 
why do they have to fight for it today, 
the Jews are not fighting for the Prom- 
ised Land now. Palestine no more be- 
longs to the Jews than Manhattan Island 
belongs to the American Indians. It is 
a purely political thing and has nothing 
to do with the Biblical promises, for they 
are fulfilled now in the Christian church 
and in our Lord Jesus Christ. 


CHRIST’S LAST WORDS 

Please explain what the last words 
of Christ on the cross were and meant. 

Denpy: The last words spoken by 
Christ on the cross are recorded in Luke 
23:46 as follows, ‘‘Father, into thy hands 
I commit my spirit.” This was Jesus’ 
prayer of commitment. In this prayer 
he reveals his complete trust ‘in God. 
Place this prayer in the setting of the 
cross. One could easily assume that God 
had forgotten Jesus, that he was at that 
moment defeated, or that it was absurd 
for one to live and love as Jesus had 
lived and loved. This prayer, however, 
is the expressed thought and faith of 
One who was sure that God’s plans had 
not gone wrong, that death on the cross 
was not a defeat. This prayer meant that 
there was certainty on the part of Christ 
that he could trust God when the fury 
of hell itself was visited on him. In the 
moment of his death, therefore, Jesus was 
certain of victory. In the loving provi- 
dence of God, Jesus had nothing to fear. 
He had all to anticipate. 


earn less than $4,200 a year reach that 
figure in order to obtain maximum social 
security benefits. 

The Senate accepted his amendment 
without the usual procedure of referring 
it to committee for study and the House 
likewise agreed to it without debate. 


Missionaries Call on 
College to Integrate 


Waco, TEx. (RNS)—President W. R. 
White, of Baylor University here, con- 
firmed that Southern Baptist Convention 
missionaries in Nigeria, West Africa, 
had urged him and trustees of the uni- 
versity to come out publicly for quicker 
school integration. 

In reply to a query from The Dallas 
News about such an appeal from the 
missionaries, Dr. White said: 

“IT consider that the matter is a per- 
sonal one but I have received such a 
request from our missionaries, as have the 
members of our board of trustees. The 
missionaries asked that we give the mat- 
ter prayerful consideration.” 

Dr. White added, “It is a subject that 
is the trustees’ responsibility, and I 
would not undertake any action on it 
until they requested it.” 

“T have attempted to keep out of the 
controversy personally,” he said, “since 
we have constituents on both sides of the 
problem who are equally sincere and 
dedicated in their thinking.” 

“Regardless of the side, I’m not on the 
defense—I’m on the bench,” Dr. White 
said. “I’m acting as an arbiter and 
judge.” 

It was understood the plea from the 
Baptist missionaries was for Dr. White 
and/or Baylor’s trustees to take more 
positive steps toward backing integration, 
on the grounds that their failure to do 
so makes it harder for missionaries to 
get their religious message across to Afri- 
cans. 


HISTORY CITATION—Maurice Whitman 
Armstrong has just received the first Dis- 
tinguished Service Award of the Presbyterian 


Historical Society of Philadelphia. 
professor at Ursinus College. 
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HIGH POINT OF THE MIAMI CONVENTION 


The Trial of Pilate—Today 


UTTING ME in the same slot with 

Billy Graham reminds me of the 
story about the mouse and the elephant 
that were walking across the bridge and 
the mouse said, “Boy, we sure are shak- 
ing this bridge.”’. . . 

From all the people of our state I want 
to extend to you a warm and genuine 
welcome. We are deeply and sincerely 
proud that you would hold this meeting 
here. Florida is just as new as these baby 
moons we read about these days. In 
fact, our American baby moon is being 
put together here in our state and will be 
launched from our state. But at the same 
time Florida’s roots go back into an- 
tiquity and, as I am sure you would sur- 
mise, most of those roots go back to 
religious experiences. It was in 1513 
that Ponce de Leon on Eastern morn- 
ing first sighted this land. Since Pas- 
qua de la Florida, the Festival of the 
Flowers, was the name for Easter, he 
named this state Florida. 


First Prayers 

The first Catholic Mass ever said on 
the shores of the North American con- 
tinent was said in Florida. The first 
Protestant prayer ever offered up to our 
God on this continent was offered here 
in Florida. I told a group in New York 
the other day that if a baby had been 
born when those first prayers were offered 
and had lived, he would have been a 
very old man by the time the Dutch made 
the trade for Manhattan Island for $24. 
Actually many generations would have 
come and gone by the time that light was 
put up in Old North Church when Paul 
Revere rode and sounded the alarm that 
the British were coming. 

Over the years since, many people have 
come to our state. The French Hugue- 
nots came here seeking religious freedom, 
only to lose their heads because of re- 
ligious intolerance. Priests and pirates 
and carpet-baggers and scalawags and 
slaves and Indians, men of the armed 
services, people from everywhere have 
come to our state, and all of them have 
left their imprint on our culture and on 
the political and religious beliefs of our 
people. I would like to tell you some- 
thing about the advantages of our state. 
I would like to slip back to that speech 
I made in New York the other day, when 
incidentally I impressed upon them the 
fact that we realize more than anything 





GOVERNOR COLLINS of Florida was sched- 
uled to speak words of welcome but his ad- 
dress was generally conceded to be the high 
point of the Miami Men’s Convention. Taken 
from a transcription, the address here has 
been subjected to limited editorial revisions 
by the Governor’s staff—for style but not 
for content. 


OCTOBER 28, 1957 


By LeROY COLLINS 
Governor of Florida 


else in our state the obligation to build 
here good, solid communities. That 
means communities with good schools 
and good churches, and good law enforce- 
ment, and all those things that make a 
fine and wholesome environment. In 
fact, its good business to recognize that 
obligation. 

But to talk about the advantages of 
our state on this occasion would be out- 





SPEAKERS—CGovernor Collins (right) 
talks with Louis Evans before the 
opening session. 


side the realm of that magnificent state- 
ment by Dr. Elliott [in his opening Call 
to the Convention just given.] I might 
be regarded as having taken unfair ad- 
vantage of him and that I would not do. 
May I tell you one story? 


Sherwood Play 


Robert Sherwood, the distinguished 
playwright, has written a new play that 
has not yet been published, although it 
has been presented by Robert Mont- 
gomery on a television program that I 
had the great privilege of seeing and I 
hope many of you did. The title of the 
play was “The Trial of Pontius Pilate.” 
That title captivated me because I 
thought in terms of the trial of Jesus in 
thinking of Pontius Pilate, but Sherwood 
tells a great story—that in that event of 
history Pontius Pilate himself was on 
trial. The first act starts in 25 A.D. 
There at Rome at the emperor’s palace, 
Pontius Pilate was a young, fine, hand- 
some man at the court. He was a comer, 
he was the kind of man everyone ex- 
pected to develop into a great leader of 
the Roman Empire. He was awaiting 
a new assignment. He and his wife, a 
wonderful woman, and his daughter and 
others around him were all eager and 
anxious to know what his assignment 
would be. They thought he was going 
to be the Procurator of Egypt. Egypt 
then was the prize outlying area of 


the Roman Empire, and they thought 
to this grand young man would come that 
honor. When the time came for the choice 
to be made, Pontius Pilate came home 
dejected and downcast. He told his fam- 
ily mournfully that he had not been given 
that wonderful assignment, but to his 
dismay and his actual embarrassment, 
he had been assigned to be the procura- 
tor, or governor, of the little, insignificant 
country of Judea. 


His Disappointment 


That was almost like a man in this 
country close to the White House think- 
ing about his possible selection as Am- 
bassador to the Court of St. James, only 
to be notified that he had been given an 
assignment to the little country of Haiti. 
But Pontius Pilate went through with 
that assignment. The second act, of 
course, tells us what happened there. He 
was a man who wanted to make good. 
He was a man who had capacity, who 
had some determination to be successful 
and to do a good job. When they started 
after the Nazarene he began to get pres- 
sure. Members of his own official family 
and of his own personal family were say- 
ing, We must do something about this 
because this man’s ministry is developing 
in a way that is dangerous to the Caesars. 
The Pharisees, of course, took Jesus 
and they tried him. They came in and 
said, “Pontius Pilate, he must be cruci- 
fied.” And Pilate said, “Why must he 
be crucified ?” 

“He is dangerous, he is evil, he is in- 
sidious.” 

“But why?” Pilate said. “Why they 
tell me someone asked him down on 
the street yesterday what he thought 
of the Caesars, and he took out a coin 
and he said, ‘Render unto Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s and unto God 
the things that are God’s.’ What’s wrong 
with that?” 

“But it’s dangerous.” 

And his wife Claudia came in and 
said, “Pontius, I heard him talk too 
and he said, ‘I did not come to establish 
a kingdom on earth, I came to establish 
a kingdom in heaven.’ ” 

And Pontius turned to his advisors 
and said, ‘““What’s wrong with that?” 

But the mob assembled outside and 
they cried for his abduction. “He must 
be crucified! He must be crucified!” 

And that great, big, strong man went 
out on the balcony and called for a bowl 
of water. When he got it and stood there, 
he shuddered under the pressures of that 
mob, and he dipped his hands in the 
water and said, “I wash my hands of 
the whole thing. The blood of this inno- 
cent and righteous man will not be on 
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my hands. See to it yourself.” Of course, 
they did see to it themselves. 

I think Sherwood tried to get across 
two basic lessons in writing that play. 
One is that you can never tell what kind 
of important decisions may come your 
way, regardless of how small and insig- 
nificant your assignment may be. There’s 
also a big lesson for us in that strength 
is more than appearance or words or 
superficial things. Real strength must 
be within a man and it must show and 
shine even when he is under the pres- 
sures of the mob. 


Mobs Today 

You and I today are under the pres- 
sure of a mob in many, many ways, as 
Dr. Elliott suggested a few minutes ago. 
I don’t mean mobs running down the 
streets with sticks and stones and shout- 
ing and hollering, but I mean people who 
are motivated by emotions beyond those 
of love for God and love for their fel- 
lowmen. They are monsters, people who 
are so employed. Do we have this Christ, 
this standard for what we believe? When 
you adopted the slogan, “All the Way 
for Christ,” it sounded good, but remem- 
ber, you are going to have to believe in 
that some day when the mob is howling 
at your door and when the pressure 
comes. Will you then be all the way for 
Christ ? 

Last spring in our State Legislature 
a resolution was introduced in the 
heat of all this racial controversy. It 
was a resolution that struck at the very 
vital concept of law and government. 
It was anarchistic in its very nature. It 
defined all those things that we as pa- 
triots have tried to preach and practice 
over the years. I took the position that 
passage of that sort of legislation would 
stultify our state. I so hoped that some 
bar association, lawyers who knew bet- 
ter, in our state or somewhere, would say, 
“Don’t do that!” But the mob was howl- 
ing, so they washed their hands of it 
and they said, “See to it yourself.” 

Months back in one of our towns here 
in Florida we had a woman doctor, one 
of our public health doctors who served 
three towns. She needed to have a confer- 
ence with the Negro nurse who worked 
under her supervision. All of her day 
was filled with appointments and she 
couldn't find the time for that conference, 
so, she asked the Negro nurse to meet her 
in the back of an eating place downtown 
where they could have a sandwich and 
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STAGING — Clint Harris, in 

charge of displays and staging, 

makes a last-minute check on 
the theme-background. 


discuss their work. And they did meet 
and they ate a sandwich together as they 
discussed professional matters. 

The people heard about it and the mob 
gathered. Citizens went down to the 
county commissioners of the town and of 
the other two counties and cried, “Fire 
her! She has violated the traditions and 
customs of the Southland. Fire her!” 


Where, the Presbyterians? 


Where in that situation were our Pres- 
byterians? Where were our Methodists ? 
Our Episcopalians? Where were all of 
our churchmen? Where were all of our 
people who are dedicated to this propo- 
sition of All for Christ? Did they go 
before these county commissioners and 
say, “Don’t! This is wrong!”? No, they 
called for the bowl, and they washed 
their hands, and they said, just as Pon- 





tius Pilate said, “The blood of this in- 
nocent, righteous person won’t be on my 
hands. See to it yourself.” And she was 
fired, to the everlasting shame of our 
citizens. 


Thank you again for coming to Florida 
to hold this meeting. I hope, with your 
Moderator, that it will be a significant 
meeting. I hope it will be a time of 
dedication, a time of dedication to ac- 
tion, of dedication to making live these 
principles of Christianity in which we 
all so deeply believe. 


Men in Miami Get 


Convention Thrill 


Among the thousands of men who 
made the long trip across the Southern 
Presbyterian Church to and from the 
Miami convention in mid-October there 
were few sour notes of disappointment 
or disapproval. Most of the men appear- 
ed to be inspired by the experience and 
were resolved as they returned home to 
seek to relate their inspiration to the 
opportunities they would face there. 

Although the mark of 12,000 was not 
reached, the big auditorium (formerly an 
airplane hangar) was packed at its major 
services. Registrations fell something be- 
low 6,500, but, in addition to registrants 
there were hundreds of wives and there 
were many visitors, which justified at- 
tendance estimates of 8,000 or more at 
some of the meetings. 

For three years plans have been devel- 
oping for the Miami convention and they 
unfolded in terms of a succession of 
widely-known and challenging speakers, 
a vast expanse of pictorial presentations 
of the church’s work at home and abroad, 
and precise and skillfully maneuvered 
stage settings as a backdrop to the plat- 
form presentations. 


The Collins Speech 

It was generally recognized that no 
one of the scheduled speakers “‘stole the 
show,” but rather the high mark of the 
platform presentations came when Gover- 
nor LeRoy Collins of Florida in his wel- 
coming address departed from the usual 
procedure of speaking mild and some- 
what meaningless words when he launch- 
ed into a real challenge to the convention 
and to Christian people generally to meet 
the attacks of the pressure groups in the 
present racial situation (see complete 
address, page 5 and editorial page 8.) 

After this high mark it seemed that 
any speaker would be largely anti- 
climatic. 

Under the theme of “All the Way for 
Christ,” with Louis H. Evans of New 
York sounding the keynote on the open- 
ing evening, the program sought to apply 
this theme in areas of home and family 
life, in dealing with money, in citizen- 
ship, and in evangelistic and missionary 
outreach. 

All Over Miami 
On Saturday the convention split up 
(Continued on page 7) 
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SINGING—Led by Wayne Bedford of Austin College, Orleans Convention, contributed greatly to the Miami 
the Texas Men’s Choir, once more, as it did in the New meeting. 
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DAILY PAPER—Five papers within the four days of addresses (most of them) and many other significant 
the convention schedule gave delegates the platform bits of information. It was a popular feature. 








(Continued from page 6) 

into 18 groups, scattered over impossible 
distances in the Greater Miami area, for 
various interest groups. Some of these 
were well attended, but many had only 
a handful of people. That night, how- 
ever, they came back in big numbers for 
the program led by John F. Anderson, 
of Dallas, under the theme, “All the Way 
—In Winning Men.” At the close every 
man was given a metal pocket-piece in- 
scribed, ‘‘Won—to Win One,” as a re- 
minder of his own responsibility in shar- 
ing the gospel of Christ with others. 

In the closing message on Sunday 
morning, James A. Jones, president of 
Union Seminary in Virginia, gave the 
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challenge in terms of going “All the Way 

for Christ in Christian Growth.” 
Whether the convention was a great 

success No one can say. That test will 


come in terms of what happens to the 
men who attended and what they do and 
are in their home churches and communi- 
ties. 








THE MODERATOR’S CALL . 


. . . If our society cannot look to the Christian Church for guidance 
and moral leadership, then ‘we are of all men most miserable.” . . 
This is certainly no time for self-righteousness and complacency . 
for innocuous platitudes and expressions of superficial piety. It is a 
time for deep penitence, for honest searchings of mind and heart, and 
for a virile, all-out commitment to the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 
There has never been an era in the history of this country when the 
cultivation and exercise of basic Christian virtues were more essential. 
—William M. Elliott, Jr., opening the Miami Convention. 
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EDITORIAL 


The Miami Convention 


Another Southern Presbyterian Men’s 
Convention has come and gone and the 
time for evaluation will soon begin. The 
recent meeting in Miami had some diffi- 
cult hurdles to overcome, most of which 
were successfully negotiated. Although 
the numbers attracted fell far below what 
was hoped, the planners were doubtless 
gratified by the big attendance at the 
major meetings when the spread-out au- 
ditorium was filled. 

The Miami meeting was developed 
under a good theme (‘All the Way for 
Christ”) and the schedule was generally 
well planned, with suitable opportunities 
for an application of this theme to the 
major areas of life and the concerns of 
men. It was also agreed that the speak- 
ers this time came closer to some of the 
real problems than they have in earlier 
conventions, but very few actually came 
to grips with the crucial issues in a way 
that was inescapable. As one layman put 
it, “Billy Graham had the big opportu- 
nity, but Governor Collins used it.” Time 
after time in his address dealing with 
the citizenship phase Billy Graham came 
up close to the problem, but he never did 
come to grips with it. It was Governor 
Collins, an Episcopalian, on the opening 
evening who stirred the convention as 
few, if any others, did. We paid our 
tribute to him there in our Convention 
Daily, where we suggested that in this 
day of weak compromises and compro- 
misers he is raising a banner of Christian 
courage and of influence that is worthy 
of the best traditions of our heritage. 
For a man in public life to do this, and 
particularly one for whom larger political 
possibilities have been pointed out, is 
something rare today. Governor Collins 
did it at great personal risk and his ex- 
ample proved to be a tonic for the con- 
vention. 

(At one point Governor Collins was 
not entirely accurate, for some Presbyte- 


8 














rians were valiant in their defense of 
Dr. Coggins of Madison (OvTLOOK, 
Jan. 7, 14)—T. C. Merchant, Jr., the 
Madison editor, and Robert Browning 
who lost his job because of his efforts, 
both of them deacons, by the way. Both 
Dr. Coggins and her husband are Pres- 
byterians. ) 

It is probable that the evening given 
over to the evangelistic and missionary 
emphasis was as effective as any pro- 
gram, with participants bringing their 
witness from three continents and laying 
upon American Presbyterian men their 
own obligation to be daily witnesses. 

There was a great deal of apprehen- 
sion about the setting of Miami for such 
a convention and by the time the meeting 
was over much of this apprehension had 
not disappeared. All that is typified by 
Miami Beach, with its plush luxury and 
crass materialism, is a far cry from the 
simple tones of Christian faith. But it 
comes down to be a matter of where you 
can get hotel rooms to care for a big 
crowd and the Miami area can house as 
many as 250,000 visitors. 

On the other hand, where is the gospel 
needed more than in some modern 
Corinth or Babylon? And, beyond this 
consideration, the Presbyterians of the 
entire Miami area doubtless are encour- 
aged and strengthened because of the 
meeting in their midst. They certainly 
contributed greatly to it in unnumbered 
ways. 

Many people found their chief diffi- 
culty to be the miles they had to travel 
by bus to and from meetings, so that they 
were always tired or rushed. But this 
seems to have been one of the necessities 
in adapating to an imperfect situation. 
The auditorium itself was not a good 
place for an inspirational meeting and 
the exhibit areas were divided and scat- 
tered in a way that worked a hardship 
on exhibitors and convention-goers. Vast 
stretches of space were given over to pic- 
torial displays that were left deserted 
until finally the exhibitors left them and 
went to stand in the entrances to give 
out what they had hoped people would 
come to their booths to take. 


There are also some deep and penetrat- 
ing questions being raised by more 
thoughtful observers and participants in 
regard to the tone of some of the conven- 
tion presentations. All of this has to do 
with the theological implications of cer- 
tain material, or materialistic presenta- 
tions of spiritual truth. Some of these 
have to do with profound meanings in 
our Protestant and Reformed traditions. 
All this, of course, is a matter for serious 
study and evaluation by competent peo- 
ple. There are too many important values 
at stake for such things to be left to 
chance. 

We don’t know whether the Teamsters’ 
Union had to observe racial segregation 
in its Miami housing arrangements or 
not; the Presbyterians did. 


Men going home from the convention 
were found to be uniformly enthusiastic. 
They get something at such a meeting 
that they have not found elsewhere. Par- 
ticularly those who come from small and 
struggling situations are thrown together 
with greater numbers and they realize 
a oneness in their overall task that they 
seem to feel in no other way. At the same 
time there are some who are concerned 
about the temptations of bigness and the 
snares of statistics, who point out that 
after all, the big things that concern us 
are not usually what happens in mass 
movements, but what is occurring in 
out-of-the-way places that can never be 
brought under any statistical heading, or 
in any large meeting. 

There is no doubt about the fact that 
the people who have worked long and 
hard to develop the current program are 
devoted and dedicated people and they 
deserve and need support and coopera- 
tion. They are able and they are genuine 
and they deserve our thanks and best 
wishes. 


How Ridiculous 
Can You Be? 


Have you seen this item before? 


New YorK (RNS)—The Russians haven’t 
yet announced that their earth statellite 
disproves the existence of God but that’s 
the claim of the Freethinkers of America. 

Joseph Lewis, president, issued a “state- 
ment to the press” here saying the statel- 
lite “broadcasts no discovery of God in the 
heavens.” 


He said “it confirms the statement of 
the great astronomer LaLande when he 
said, ‘I have searched the heavens and 
found no God.’ ” 


“This great scientific achievement 
should prove to be a day of mental eman- 
cipation for all religionists from their 
superstitious beliefs,” Mr. Lewis rhapso- 
dized. 


We may be tempted to respond in terms 
of our headline but it may be better to 
wait a moment and to question ourselves 
as to what we are actually teaching. How 
many children and older people for that 
matter would be inclined to think such a 
silly statement as that advanced by the 
Freethinkers is a valid argument? Most 
ministers would doubtless be astounded 
if they knew what many of their listeners 
think they believe. This may suggest that 
we have not done nearly enough negative 
teaching, making it very clear that we do 
not believe what little children or super- 
stitious, or ignorant groups may think we 
ought to believe. 





Most in Demand 
in Miami 

The most popular free item 
offered by The Outlook at the 
Miami Men's Convention is 
told about on page 12—and 
offered to groups in churches 
now. 











THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





A 


Fai 
at ( 
Cor 
was 
tem 
Sul 
tur’ 
gro 
offic 
ula 
dec 
hel, 
ind 
in 1 
pie 
one 
pac 


( 
Yo 
wel 
up 
des 
dis 
hel 
wo! 
age 
nal 
rig 
but 
cor 
ber 
ass 
sta 
cor 
mo 
del 
the 
or 
al 
wh 
all 
cia 
the 
ap) 
the 
rec 
the 
ten 
Ot 
sul 
un 


the 


g 


— ?D 





a 


on 


ng 
r- 


nd 


ize 
ey 
me 
ed 
the 
at 


hat 
ind 
are 
hey 


ine 
est 


en’t 
llite 
at’s 
ica. 
ate- 
atel- 

the 


t of 
| he 
and 


nent 
nan- 
heir 
.pso- 


r to 
Ives 
How 
that 
cha 
’ the 
Most 
nded 
ners 
that 
ative 
re do 
iper- 
k we 





OOK 





UNDERLING AT OBERLIN 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


GREAT DEAL has been said, and 

will be said, officially, about the 
Faith and Order Study Conference held 
at Oberlin College last September. The 
Conference’s Message to the Churches 
was published in THE OUTLOOK on Sep- 
tember 30. The report on the Lord’s 
Supper came out in The Christian Cen- 
tury about that time. Two or three books 
growing out of the conference will be 
officially authorized—and perhaps pop- 
ularly ignored, as so many of their pre- 
decessors have been. It may perhaps be 
helpful to Joe No-College if a strictly 
individual and unofficial report appears 
in this corner in the shape of two or three 
pieces written from the standpoint of 
one who was there in that peculiar ca- 
pacity of “Consultant.” 


Consultant is a very impressive word. 
You can tell your friends that’s what you 
were, at Oberlin, and they will conjure 
up visions of the gathered pundits, in 
desperation at some critical point in the 
discussions, turning to the Consultant for 
help; whereupon he utters a few wise 
words to put them on the right track 
again. Not so. Consultant is a fancy 
name for Kibitizer, a person who has a 
right to look over everybody’s shoulder 
but no right to break into the game. The 
consultants—comparatively few in num- 
ber—were, however, like the Delegates, 
assigned to certain sections and told to 
stay there, and work. Since some of the 
consultants were, as a matter of fact, 
more learned and experienced than many 
delegates, these took very active parts in 
the discussions; others of us maintained, 
or tried to maintain, for the most part, 
a respectful silence. But we could talk, 
which was more than the Observers were 
allowed to do. The Delegates were offi- 
cially appointed by their churches and 
their expenses paid. Some Observers were 
appointed by their churches but since 
their churches did not participate in nor 
recognize the World Council of Churches, 
their Observers had only the status of lis- 
teners, so far as official sessions went. 
Other Observers—like some of the Con- 
sultants—just came on their own, as 
unofficial free-lancers. 

Once out of the meetings, however, 
there was no bar on talk. The Confer- 





9t an Ydea! 


Local Experience 

Dorothy Fritz, Presbyterian, USA, 
editor of children’s materials for the 
Faith and Life curriculum, will serve 
on the staff of Memorial church, Phoe- 
nix, Ariz., January to May, 1958, 
getting experience at the congrega- 
tional level. 
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ence was considerably noisier, talky-er 
that is, than the student conference the 
week before. The students at the Inter- 
seminary Conference at the end of August 
seemed to be a little overawed by the 
situation, and by a large and learned 
staff of professors and big-time preachers. 
But the Faith and Order Conference was 
composed of people most of whom make 
their living by talking or writing or both, 
and nobody stood in awe of anybody. 


HE PLACE was absolutely fascinat- 

ing. One friend remarked on the fact 
that at meal times you could shut your 
eyes and sit down anywhere at any table, 
and find yourself in the midst of seven 
or eight people who were every one in- 
teresting and able; perhaps big names 
known to you, perhaps not, but invari- 
ably persons from whom you could learn 
a great deal just by listening. 


Well, who ran the show and what were 
they there for, and how did they work 
and what is supposed to be the good of 
it? 

Nobody ran the conference in the sense 
of telling the delegates what to decide 
and what to say. But, of course, a con- 
ference bringing together more than 400 
men and women for a week needed care- 
ful planning long in advance. The World 
Council of Churches naturally sponsored 
the Conference; no other church organi- 
zation would be big enough. The general 
secretary who worked at enlisting pre- 
liminary studies and in general getting 
the churches to do some thinking before- 
hand, was Dr. Paul Minear of Yale, a 
Biblical theologian of note, who turned 
out to be an organizer de luxe. 


How the delegates were chosen by all 
the 35 denominations participating, this 
writer does not know. In the Southern 
Presbyterian Church, the delegates were 
selected by the Assembly’s Committee on 
Interchurch Relations. Whether the hint 
had been passed by Dr. Minear, or 
whether the Interchurch Relations Com- 
mittee hit on the good idea by themselves, 
no professional theologians were appoint- 
ed as delegates. (Indeed in the whole 
Presbyterian roster, U.S., U.S.A. and 
U.P. there were only two professional 
theologians as delegates.) 


This was in line with an idea which 
has been on the minds of leaders in many 
churches for some time. There has been 
a long series of ecumenical conferences, 
that is, interdenominational on an inter- 
national or world-scale; but the tendency 
has been to appoint the same “high brass” 
every time. On this occasion there was 
a definite attempt to get nearer the grass- 
roots. The Southern Presbyterian dele- 
gation was well chosen; the list in the 


Sept. 2 OUTLOOK has some names every 
reader will recognize, some he probably 
won’t. This demonstrates the wide base 
of selection, and the value in having a 
committee rather than an _ individual 
make the appointments. 


HAT were they there for, these del- 

egates and the consultants and the 
observers besides? To discuss one ques- 
tion: What is the nature of the unity we 
seek? They said some important things 
about that unity in the final Message to 
the Churches (see OuTLooK for Sept. 
30). More about that another time. For 
the present, let one fact be underscored: 
nobody thought, or thinks, that that main 
question is a simple one. For example, 
the whole conference was divided into 
twelve sections, and not one of these sec- 
tions was instructed to wrestle with that 
overall problem. Instead, it had been 
broken down into twelve related prob- 
lems, each a thorny one. 

Perhaps a few words about each of 
these twelve problems will show what 
the conference had on its hands. Put in 
the form of questions: (1) What are 
the motives toward unity, and why are 
movements toward unity so often re- 
garded with suspicion? (2) How much 
doctrinal agreement is there among the 
churches? How much conformity and 
freedom is consistent with unity? (3) 
What do we (our churches) believe about 
baptism? (4) What do we believe about 
the Lord’s Supper? (5) What is the 
relation between particular congregations 
and the world-wide “Holy Catholic 
Church”? How can a single congrega- 
tion become ecumenical? (6) How are 
councils of churches, federated and union 
churches doing? Is this maybe the most 
desirable and practical form “organic” 
unity could take? (7) Are denomina- 
tions ‘“‘power-structures” and would a 
united church be just a bigger power- 
structure? (8) What about organization? 
What are the values and disadvantages 
of the various types of organizations in 
different churches? Can these ever be 
combined? (9) Does the fact of Amer- 
ica’s shifting population have anything 
to do with church unity? (10) What 
about relationships between the churches 
and the government? (11) In student 
work on college campuses, what is the 
relation of the denominations to one 
another? (12) Do churches tend in fact 
to become one-class or one-race groups, 
and what has this to do with Christian 
unity ? 

Well, get together 286 bright, able, 
devoted, strong-minded Christians from 
Florida to Saskatchewan, with some 130 
consultants and observers to egg them on, 
discussing these problems for a week, and 
sparks are bound to fly. But some of 
those sparks may kindle a light! 

NEXT WEEK: Oberlin (2)—Study- 
ing Together. 








Princeton Dedicates 

New Speer Library 
PRINCETON, N.J. (RNS)—The Robert 

E. Speer Library, one of the largest and 

best designed religious book centers in 








WALL MOUNTED RACK 


Hold More Wraps in Less Space. 
Standard in checkrooms. Also widely 
used as self-service racks in coffee 
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the world, was dedicated at Princeton 
Theological Seminary here. 

Constructed of limestone, the $1,700,- 
000 three-story building has a capacity 
of some 400,000 volumes. The present 
collection of 250,000 items includes old 
and rare Bibles, religious treatises, church 
histories, hymnologies and Puritan liter- 
ature of England dating from the 16th 
century. 

Participating in the dedication were 
President Robert F. Goheen of Princeton 
University; President John A. Mackay 
of the seminary; and President Nathan 
M. Pusey of Harvard University, who 
gave the dedicatory address. 

The library honors the late Robert E. 
Speer, president of the seminary’s board 
of trustees from 1937 until he died in 
1947. For many years he was executive 
secretary of the Presbyterian Board of 
Foreign Missions. Dr. Speer was grad- 
uated from both Princeton University 
and Seminary. 

Funds for the library’s construction 
were donated by Presbyterians over the 
country, except for $350,000 raised by 
the seminary’s alumni and friends. 

The building’s main entrance is sur- 
mounted by 12 sculptured figures. These 
include the Creative Hand of God, the 
Tablets of the Law, the Triumphant 
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Lamb, the Holy Spirit, the Open Bible, 
the Burning Bush, the Celtic Cross and 
the Four Evangelists (Matthew, Mark, 
Luke and John). 

In his address, Dr. Pusey said the 
“great need of the churches today is for 
ministers who are first of all wise men 
and only then, if at all, administrative 
men.” 

He said the church “cannot flourish 
where it is staffed by ministers whose 
own experience . . . and knowledge falls 
short of the level needed.” 


5 of 6 Funds Show 
Gains Thru Sept. 30 


Presbyterian, U. S., agency receipts 
through September 30 have been reported 
as follows: 

ANNUITIES AND RELIEF (Atlanta), $181,- 
279 (last year at this time: $187,485); 
41% of the year’s budget (last year: 
42%). 

CHRISTIAN EpucaTion (Richmond), 
$211,083 ($192,774); 36% (36%). 

CHURCH EXTENSION (Atlanta), $577,116 
($507,746); 38% (36%). 

GENERAL Funp (Atlanta), $342,362 
($316,186); 38.33% (37%); INTERCHURCH 
AGENCIES, $10,572 ($9,599); 44.81% 
(44.6%). 

Wortp Missions (Nashville), $2,143,393 
($2,067,062); 61.23% (62.63%). 


Homrighausen Stresses 
Concern of the Church 


CLEVELAND (RNS)—Dean E. G. Hom- 
righausen of Princeton Theological Sem- 
inary, said here that the church must 
show a friendly concern for young people 
in serious trouble and for lonely success- 
ful men. 

He addressed members of the National 
Evangelistic Association which met in 
connection with the annual assembly of 
the International Convention of Disciples 
of Christ. 

Of youngsters in trouble the theologian 
said: “Only in the atmosphere of per- 
sonal friendliness, of real goodness, of 
genuine religious concern can they be 
helped.” 

Mere legal punishment only hardens 
these “dead-end kids” he said. 


He pointed out that “young people in 
tight spots are hard to reach because they 
feel that every man is against them.” 

Hard but lonely successful men, Dr. 
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Homrighausen said, “will not experience 
conversion until the church shows it 
wants to accept them.” 

Some “self-made” men are dissatis- 
fied with their condition, he observed, 
“but need to be able to admit their fail- 
ures among people who will accept them.” 

The Princeton dean said the church 
must learn to accept men not because of 
what they appear to be but because of the 


potential “new creature” that is in them. 

He warned that the church can be- 
come “‘obnoxious to the un-churched . . . 
the citadel of the pharisaical righteous.” 


Korean Women in Japan 


Forty-five Korean Christian women 
now living in Japan and representing 
about thirty-five Korean churches made 
a recent goodwill tour of Korea “to tell 


Korean Christians about the actual con- 
ditions of churches in Japan and to con- 
vey the good will of Japanese Chris- 
tians.” It is estimated that between 
700,000 and 1,000,000 Koreans are pres- 
ently residing in Japan. 


FAILURE is the only thing that can be 
achieved without effort—The Broad- 
caster 
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9. THE LIFE OF GOD IN THE SOUL OF MAN. By 
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Té8 AND Actitagy NO? 


The Outlook Was in Miami 


Seeing so much pre-convention adver- 
tising, OUTLOOK readers may be inter- 
ested in knowing about our activities at 
the Miami Men’s Convention. 

Chief activity that concerned us was 
the publication of the Convention Daily 
—five issues in four days, carrying the 
major addresses and other features. 
Printed in Miami, this paper averaged 
4,000-5,000 daily copies. 

OvutTLooK readers also selected the 
covers from the past year which they 
liked best. The ten leaders were enlarged 
and displayed at THE OuTLOOK booth for 
convention-goers to read and to choose. 
The top ten displayed were: 

Oct. 1, 1956, Worldwide Communion 

March 11, 1957, The Disturbing Christ, 
Massey M. Heltzel. 

April 1, What Elevation? Theodore P. 
Ferris. 

April 15, Too Early? (Higher Education 
theme) 

June 17, Why? Douglas V. Steere. 

June 24, Racial Segregation in the 
Church, Ben L. Rose. 

July 8, Immobilized Christians, John H. 
Marion. 

July 22, The Teenager, Remmers and 
Radler. 

Aug. 5, Graduates of 1957. 

Aug. 19, Evangelism for Tomorrow, 
Chas, B. Templeton. 

The three favorites of these among 
OvuTLooK readers were: June 24, July 
22 and March 11. 

The Miami Convention contestants 
chose: (1) Oct. 1, (2) April 15, (3) 
March 11. (For list of winning contes- 
tants, see below. ) 

The University of Miami’s reading 
clinic personnel collaborated with THE 
OvutTLooK in giving reading tests each 
day with a total of more than 600 people 
taking the tests. Professors and students 
contributed greatly to a valuable activity. 

Recordings from college and seminary 
choirs were played, with special messages 
to the convention. Institutions partici- 
pating in this OuTLooK feature were: 
Agnes Scott, Arkansas College, Assem- 
bly’s Training School, Austin College, 
Belhaven, Centre, Columbia Seminary, 
Davidson, Davis and Elkins, Flora Mac- 
donald, King, Louisville Seminary, Mary 
Baldwin, Presbyterian Junior, South- 
western at Memphis, Stillman, Union in 
Virginia, Westminster (Mo.). 
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Another attractive feature provided re- 
corded programs by the Synod’s Men’s 
Work presidents—from Arkansas, Ken- 
tucky, Missouri, Tennessee and Virginia. 

With demands that are being made, 
it is possible that duplicate tapes of these 
recordings can be provided at cost. 

LETTER CONTEST—Months ago 
THE OUTLOOK proposed a contest to de- 
termine the best letter written by a lay- 
man up to Convention time but the re- 
sponse to this was so small that the 
judges ruled no contest. All participants 
are receiving suitable awards. 

MIAMI—Miami churches cooperated 
graciously in providing hostesses to help 
with these activities at THE OUTLOOK 
booth, greeting the visitors and assisting 
them in their participation. 

MOST POPULAR—The free item 
most in demand at THE OvTLOOK booth 
was Dr. Foreman’s “Footnote” Bible 
Study for November (OvuTLooK, Oct. 
21), containing a discussion of the 
charge that Billy Graham “oversimplifies 
the gospel.” This will be provided for 
Circle Bible teachers upon receipt of their 
names and addresses plus a 2¢ stamp (or 
coin) for each one. 

WINNERS—In the “Cover Contest” 
these are the winners from the prelim- 
inary contest conducted through THE 
OUTLOOK. 


. Elizabeth Womack, Natchez, Miss. 


Joan Womack, New Haven, Conn. 
William E. Melton, Clinton, Miss. 
Nancy Taylor, Huntington, W. Va. 
Mrs. H. H. Bryant, Greenville, N. C. 
Roy T. Chapin, Germano, Ohio. 

W. O. Womack, Natchez, Miss. 

Mrs. Geo. M. Parker, Norfolk, Va. 
Mrs. Hirst G. Carson, Buchanan, Va. 
Mrs. John W. Hethon, Suffolk, Va. 

. Mrs. Marshall Huser, Wewoka, Okla. 
. Mrs. Margaret C. Lee, St. Petersburg, 


BNAVR WN=OVMBNAUARWN> 


Fla. 
. Frank P. Wilson, Alexandria, Va. 
. Mrs. D. M. Cloyd, Dublin, Va. 
. Mrs. J. Clark Bright, Keyser, W. Va. 
. Mrs. James A. Bain, Knoxville, Tenn. 
. Mrs. A. R. Lovvorn, Rome, Ga. 

At the Miami Convention these were 
winners: 


td and and cmd ond 


H. R. Montgomery, Greensboro, N. C. 
. S. M. Stagg, Bowling Green, Ky. 
Cecil L. Lanier, Oklahoma City. 
Chas. M. Hanna, Jr., Somerset, Ky. 
Robert B. Smith, New Orleans, La. 
Mrs. Arthur Black, Greenville, S. C. 


AUR WN — 


R. P. Richardson, Jr., Hazlehurst, Miss. 


R. E. Hildebrandt, Elkin, N. C. 

Fred A. Sale, Ronda, N. C. 

Murdoch McK. Calhoun, Marietta, Ga, 
Mrs. R. S. Price, Cape Girardeau, Mo. 
L. F. Cowan, Kannapolis, N. C. 

Dr. James E. Holmes, Memphis, Tenn. 


. Charley P. Harnest, Sweetwater, Tex. 
. Pete Dawson, Angleton, Texas. 

. Mrs. Earl Friedly, Georgetown, Ky. 

. Mrs. C. E. McLean, Jr., Trenton, Tenn. 
. Robert H. Taylor, Charlotte, N. C. 

. Mrs. Ernest Stricklin, Hazard, Ky. 

. L. P. McCord, Roanoke, Va. 

. Mrs. James R. Tinkey, Eufaula, Ala. 
. Mrs. John B. Warren, Miami, Fla. 

. G. W. Witherspoon, Rockingham, N.C. 
. Fred C. Seals, Jr., Dallas, Texas. 

. Thelma Selenski, Miami, Fla. 

. Dr. Joe Norton, Little Rock, Ark. 

. Mrs. W. E. Rice, Miami, Fla. 

. Wm. T. Wing, Atlanta, Ga. 

. W. Warner Cole, Jr., Daytona Beach, 


. S. W. Jackson, Norfolk, Va. 

. C. A. Peterson, Orlando, Fla. 

. Grover Sewell, Jr., Sarasota, Fla. 

. B. B. Hestir, Atlanta, Ga 

. Dan Butler, Richmond, Va. 

. Mrs. Ruth Auten, Greenville, S. C. 

. Robert Drepperd, Norfolk, Va. 

. A. L. Davis, Richmond, Va. 

. Scott M. Poole, Wendell, N. C. 

. Lloyd Auten, Greenville, S. C. 

. Mrs. H. M,. Yandle, Greensboro, N. C. 
. Donald W. Greaves, Dallas, Texas. 

. T. F. Parkinson, Aiken, S. C. 

. Martin B. Williams, Centreville, Ala: 
. — T. Cunningham, Norfolk, Va. 
. Mrs. 


Lewis M. Steele, Nashville, 


. Charles P. Farthing, Churchville, Va. 
. Mary Virginia Robinson, Richmond, 


. P. M. Daniel, Phenix City, Ala. 

. George Francis, Willow Springs, N. C. 
. Galen Elliott, Willow Springs, N. C. 
. Mrs. Geo. F. Miller, Fayetteville, N. C. 
. L. B. Gravely, Archer, Fla. 

. J. W. Hyde, Elberton, Ga. 

. W. B. Clemmons, Columbus, Ga. 

. B. K. Simmons, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 
. R. E. Fakkema, Baton Rouge, La. 

. W. R. Patton, Miami, Fla. 

. Frank R, Duke, Jeanerette, La. 

. Stanton H. Sizemore, Augusta, Ga. 

. Henry Close, Washington, Ga. 

. Jack Rorex, Paragould, Ark. 

. C. F. Sienkiewicz, Miami, Fla. 

. R. C. Hinkle, Badin, N. C. 

. C. C. Neal, Comeka, Ga. 

. Lawrence Stell, Charlotte, N. C. 

. R. O. Dowling, Miami, Fla. 

. Mrs. E. M. Etzwiler, Miami, Fla. 

. Mrs. B. L. Jones, Land O’ Lakes, Fla. 
. W. S. Moore, Hialeah, Fla. 

. Chas. E. McLean, Trenton, Tenn. 

. Otis Bradley, Richmond, Va. 

. H. W. Simpson, Daytona Beach, Fla. 
. Louise M. Simpson, Daytona Beach, 


. Sam J. Dutton, Jr., Charlotte, N. C. 
. Phineas Washer, Alvin, Texas. 
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Many Gifts but One Spirit 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for November 10, 1957 
1 Corinthians 12-14. Printed Text—12:1-13 


Paul is writing here of spiritual gifts, 
gifts, that is, of the Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit is God as He works, oper- 
ates, energizes in man—God in us, Christ 
in us. Spiritual gifts are gifts which 
man possesses as a consequence of God’s 
working within their lives. They may 
be strictly spiritual endowments or else 
natural gifts or talents raised to an ex- 
traordinarily high power, because of the 
Spirit within. 

The Corinthian Christians possessed 
such gifts in abundance. But unfor- 
tunately a great deal of rivalry had de- 
veloped in regard thereto. Those who 
had gifts were puffed up and looked 
down on those who, in their opinion, had 
none. Those who did not possess the 
accepted gifts were jealous of those who 
were more favored, or despondent, it may 
be, because of their lack. It was the 
more unfortunate that the gifts which 
were the most desired were the least 
valuable. The Corinthians wanted the 
gifts that were the most showy instead 
of those that were the most useful. They 
thought that the more the Holy Spirit 
deprived a man of his self-consciousness 
and threw him into a state of ecstasy, the 
more powerful the influence and the more 
sublime his state. In other words, they 
thought it was better to speak in tongues 
—the unintelligible language of the emo- 
tions—than it was to speak intelligibly 
to the understanding. 


Paul wrote to set them straight. 


I. The Test of Spiritual Gifts, 12:1-3 
‘“‘Now concerning spiritual gifts, breth- 
ren, I do not want you to be uninformed” 
(vs. 1). This is a formula used by 
Paul over and over again. Always it 
marks the introduction of an important 
subject which must not be overlooked. 

Paul proceeds to point out that reli- 
gious emotion, ecstasy even, may be ex- 
cited by false worship as well as by true, 
by evil spirits, as also by the Holy Spirit. 
He reminds them in this connection of 
their own past ‘experience—‘You know 
that when you were heathen, you were 
led astray to dumb idols, however, you 
may have been moved” (vs. 2, RSV). The 
inference is clear. Not all expressions of 
religion, even those of Christians, are 
inspired by the Holy Spirit. We must 
learn therefore to discriminate between 
true and false gifts of the Spirit. 

In vs. 3 Paul proceeds to give the first 
and elemental test—one apparently that 
was needed in Corinth at this particular 
time: “Therefore I want you to under- 
stand that no one speaking by the Spirit 
of God ever says, ‘Jesus be cursed,’ and 
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no one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ except 
by the Holy Spirit.” Paul commonly 
speaks of Jesus as the Christ, or Jesus 
as Lord. The word Jesus alone refers 
to the historic man, Jesus. But who 
in the early church would say, “Jesus 
be cursed”? Paul may be thinking of 
unsympathetic Jews or other enemies of 
Christianity interrupting their religious 
assemblies; or he may be thinking of that 
party which very early in the church 
began to distinguish between the human 
and the divine natures of Jesus. They 
said that the divine Christ came and 
dwelled within the human Jesus, depart- 
ing from him just before the crucifixion. 
Others claimed that his humanity was 
only apparent, not real, a cover for his 
deity. Compare 1 John 4:1-3; 2 John 7. 
Paul and John agree that no one who 
belittles or denies either the humanity 
or the deity of Jesus can be speaking 
in the Spirit. 

On the other hand no one, speaking 
sincerely, of course, can say that “Jesus 
is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. This 
was a very important truth for the Co- 
rinthians, and also for us. Every loyal 
Christian is inspired. Every Christian, 
however humble, who sincerely confesses 
Jesus as Lord has spoken by the Spirit, 
even as the most gifted orator. However 
simple, however elementary his witness 
may be, however calm, however sober in 
form, if it serves to place on the head of 
Jesus the crown of Lord, it is a product 
of the divine spirit, as well as the most 
extraordinary manifestations which take 
place in an enthusiastic assembly. 


It follows that every Christian has a 
gift of the Holy Spirit. The only ques- 
tion is, will he use his gift for the Lord, 
and will he use it wisely and profitably 
for the benefit of the church? With this 


thought in mind Paul proceeds to speak 
of 


ll. The Variety of Spiritual Gifts, 

12:4, 8-10, 28 

There are, says Paul “varieties of 
gifts (vs. 4, Rsv). Though everyone who 
confesses Jesus as Lord does so by the 
Spirit, there is a wide diversity of special 
gifts distributed among the members of 
the church. Paul mentions some of these 
gifts in 12:8-10; others in vs. 28. Those 
mentioned in vss. 8-10 may be divided 
into three classes: (1) those connected 
with the intellect—the first two; (2) 
those connected with the will, particu- 
larly the will to believe—the next five; 
and (3)—put intentionally last—those 
connected with the emotions—or feeling. 

The two gifts of the Spirit which are 


related primarily to the intellect named 
by Paul are the utterance of wisdom and 
utterance of knowledge. Paul is speak- 
ing here primarily of the ability to com- 
municate the gospel—divine wisdom, 
divine knowledge, though he would per- 
haps agree that the ability to communi- 
cate any bit of wisdom, any aspect of the 
truth is a gift bestowed by God (cf. Jn. 
1:9). Knowledge is one thing; wisdom 
another. A man may know the facts, 
but lack wisdom in daily living; a man 
may display great wisdom in the conduct 
of affairs and yet be quite ignorant in 
this area or that. Some members of the 
church are able to communicate the facts 
of the gospel to others—they are pri- 
marily teachers; others are better able to 
expound the significance of these facts 
in their bearing upon the spiritual devel- 
opment of the church and its mission 
in the world. 

Five of the gifts mentioned by Paul 
are related primarily to the will: first 
of all, faith. Expositors are generally 
agreed that Paul is not speaking here of 
saving faith, but of that faith which 
enables God to work through a man in an 
extraordinary way. As John Short re- 
minds us in the Interpreter’s Bible, 
“There are degrees of faith. The faith 
of some is stronger, more robust, more 
contagious and inspiring than that of 
others.” And some because of their 
greater faith are able to accomplish won- 
ders quite impossible to others. Included 
in this category would be gifts of healing. 
Paul is probably referring here to what 
we sometimes term “faith-healing,” but 
not to the exclusion of what we have 
come to value as scientific medicine. In- 
creasingly we are coming to realize that 
spiritual factors are involved in all cases 
of healing, and that our highest well- 
being is best promoted by making full 
use of the best available medical skill, 
along with the resources of our faith. 
The working of miracles to which Paul 
next refers could be described more ac- 
curately as “‘the demonstration of mighty 
powers.” 

Included here would be dramatic man- 
ifestations of divine grace in various 
ways. Miracles in this sense have ap- 
peared in every age. The gift of prophecy 
does not refer to the ability to foretell 
the future, but rather the ability to pro- 
claim God’s truth for a particular time. 
The ability to distinguish between spirits 
(Rsv) enabled the possessor to distin- 
guish between true and false spokesmen 
for God, a necessary gift in a day when 
so many false prophets wormed their 
ways into congregations—a gift which 
is still needed if many in the church are 
not to be led astray. 

Last of all, and least of all, as Paul 
makes clear in the succeeding chapters, 
were the gifts of the Spirit related pri- 
marily, in fact almost exclusively to the 
emotions. A man who possessed the gift 


13 








of tongues poured forth an ecstatic lan- 
guage which was not intelligible to the 
congregation as a whole. ‘The ecstatic 
language was a blissful outlet of some 
deep emotional experience but was of 
no service to anyone but the speaker. 
Apparently it was most apt to occur in 
connection with prayer. Some members 
of the congregation were able to enter 
sympathetically into such emotional ex- 
periences of others, and interpret them 
in some fashion to the congregation. 
These last two gifts were those which 
the Corinthian Christians, oddly enough, 
had come to value most highly of all. 

In vs. 28 (not included in our printed 
lesson) Paul lists various gifted men in 
a kind of rank—first apostles (including 
the Twelve, and other men, like Barna- 
bas who served the church as a whole; 
second, prophets, men who had a special 
insight into divine truth; third, teachers, 
men who had the gift of calmly and con- 
secutively expounding saving truth and 
of applying it to the practical life of the 
times, then workers of miracles (won- 
ders), then healers, helpers (probably 
those who ministered to the needy, in- 
cluding the diaconate), administrators 
(“governments” in the KJv—referring 
most likely to the administrators in the 
local churches, the bishops or elders, not 
as important in the beginning, as they 
became later) and once again, named 
last of all, “speakers in various kinds 
of tongues.” 

In both these two lists Paul is describ- 
ing gifts and gifted men present in the 
churches of his own day. Revising his 
letter for our own day—well, each of us 
can prepare his own list. They would 
include the leaders of the church-at-large 
and a wide variety of leaders in the local 
church, but also many others, all those 
in fact who have any ability to serve 
the church, and that would mean that 
none would be omitted. 


lll. The Source of All Spiritual 

Gifts, 12:4-11 

Paul’s main purpose is not to identi- 
fy every spiritual gift, but rather to 
insist that they all have a common ori- 
gin. ‘Now there are varieties of gifts, 
but the same Spirit; and there are va- 
rieties of service, but the same Lord; 
and there are varieties of working, but 
it is the same God who inspires them all 
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in every one.” To emphasize his point 
Paul brings in the three members of the 
Trinity (not three Gods, let us recall, 
but the one God in the three modes of 
his being—Father, Son and Spirit— 
listed by Paul in inverse order: first, the 
Spirit who bestows all gifts on the be- 
liever; next, the Lord to whom men 
render service in his church; and lastly, 
God the Father from whom all proceeds, 
whose are all the works which are done 
in him and in his name. They are all 
gifts, Paul insists over and over again, 
gifts which have been received from God 
in the Son through his Spirit, and yet as 
his carefully chosen words suggest, ac- 
tivities which require effort on the part 
of their recipients. The varieties of 
gifts call for a variety of services, which 
can be rendered only by a variety of 
working. His main point, however, is 
that back of the various gifts and serv- 
ices and working there is one divine 
operator and energizer, God, who is 
Father, Son and Spirit. After distin- 
guishing some of the various gifts (in 
vss. 8-10) he returns to this all-important 
point: “All these are inspired by one 
and the same Spirit, who apportions to 
each one individually as he wills.” 

Recognizing that we must develop the 
gift which God has bestowed upon us, 
and that we dare not bury our “talent” 
in the ground, what ground do we have 
either for boasting or despondency. I 
dare not be proud that I was born a 
Presbyterian—white Southerner—in the 
United States of America—it is nothing 
for which I have any responsibility. I 
must not be envious of those who are 
more gifted, or look down upon those who 
in some respect are less gifted than I, for 
it is “the same Spirit, who apportions 
to each one individually as he wills.” 


IV. The Purpose of All Spiritual 

Gifts, 12:7ff, 12-13 

Paul wishes his readers to bear in 
mind that all spiritual gifts come from 
a common source, and also that they were 
given for a single end. “To each is given 
the manifestation of the Spirit,” he points 
out, ‘for the common good.” Not for 
our individual good or gain, but for the 
common good and gain. There are a 
variety of gifts, he goes on to point out, 
because there are a variety of needs. 

The point is illustrated in vs. 12 by 
Paul’s famous metaphor of the body and 
its parts: “Just as the body is one and 
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has many members, and all the members 
of the body, though many, are one body, 
so it is with Christ.” All of us are 
members of the body of Christ, says 
Paul. It is through us that Christ exe- 
cutes his will in the world. But if we 
are carrying out his purpose for us we 
must recognize not only our common de- 
pendence upon him but also our mutual 
dependence upon one another. Just as 
each part of the body has its own func- 
tion, which is necessary for the welfare 
of the body of the whole, so in the body, 
which is the church. Each of us has 
gifts, but no one, not even the most highly 
favored has all the gifts which are need- 
ed. Paul develops the idea more fully in 
vss. 14-26, not in our printed lesson. 
Three conclusions may be drawn. First, 
each of us must use his own particular 
gift whether it seems little or great, for 
the common good, lest the body suffer 
(which, in turn, involves our own loss). 
Second, we must not be envious of the 
man who has larger gifts (see particu- 
larly vss. 14-15). Third, we are not to 
despise those who have gifts held in 
little honor (see especially vss. 21-26). 


Before Paul develops his metaphor 
of the body and its parts, he reminds us 
that ‘“‘we were all baptized into one body 
—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and 
all were made to drink of one Spirit.” 
Why? Quite plainly because the divi- 
sion of the church along racial or social 
lines endangered the healthy function of 
the church as the body of Christ. The 
racial distinction between Jew and Greek 
was a fundamental distinction made by 
nature; the social difference between 
bond and free was a fundamental dis- 
distinction made by custom and law. The 
distinctions remained as Jew and Greek, 
bond and free came into the church—but 
they ceased to matter. Men of different 
race, men of different status were bap- 
tized not only with water, but by one 
Spirit, the same Spirit, and so became 
members of the body of Christ; in the 
Lord’s Supper they drank of the wine, 
and by faith were all made to drink of 
one Spirit, and so were enabled to live 
effectively, and harmoniously as mem- 
bers of that body. If any race, if any 
class is unable to use its particular gifts 
in the service of the church, the body 
suffers, and with it every member of the 
body. This quite evidently is the thought 
of Paul. 

Here our printed lesson stops. But it 
would not be fair to Paul not to recall 
that his discussion of spiritual gifts 
reaches its climax in his magnificent ode 
on love (chapter 13). Here is one gift, 
he says, which everyone can possess and 
it is the greatest of all gifts, without 
which every other gift is completely lack- 
ing in value. Therefore he concludes, 
“Make love your (supreme) aim” 14:1. 


Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 
sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip- 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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UNDERSTANDING THE OLD TESTA- 
MENT. By Bernhard W. Anderson. Prentice- 
Hall Inc., New York. 551 pp., $7.95. 

This important volume, written by the 
dean and professor of Bibiical Theology 
in the Theological School of Drew Uni- 
versity, through the initiation of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, attempts to 
introduce readers to the Scriptural treas- 
ures of the Old Testament, as they have 
been unearthed by modern scholars. Il- 
lustrated by numerous photographs, clari- 
fied by black and white maps, drawing 
on ancient texts and the most recent 
archaeological discoveries, it will without 
doubt be widely used as a text for the 
study of the Old Testament. It will serve 
to bring any reader, minister or layman, 
an up-to-date understanding of the Old 
Testament, abreast with current knowl- 
edge. 

Those readers who can appreciate only 
the traditional approach to the Scriptures 
will be disappointed. The author does 
not approach the Old Testament as the 
inspired, inerrant word of God; for him 
rather it “represents the memories and 
inter pretation of the historical experiences 
of Israel.”” The treatment is thoroughly 
reverent, but it is the human story that 
is told as reconstructed by modern schol- 
arship. Israel’s history had its true be- 
ginning, as Dr. Anderson sees it, with 
the Exodus. The early stories as told 
in Genesis give that history as it was later 
interpreted and conceived. Abraham, for 
example, was “certainly an individual. 
But his ‘biography’ is also a representa- 
tion of the whole community of which he 
is the ancestor. Abraham the man and 
Abraham the community are inseparably 
fused in psychic unity.” 

“Although the ‘author’ of Deuteronomy 
remains anonymous, as is true of so much 
Old Testament literature, placing his ad- 
dress in the mouth of Moses is not a com- 
plete literary fiction. For Deuteronomy 
is essentially a revival of Mosaic teaching 
as it was understood in the seventh cen- 
tury B.C.” 

In this spirit and from this point of 
view Dr. Anderson seeks to impart a 
better understanding of the Old Testa- 
ment. The book has much to offer any 
reader, whatever his point of view. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


THE SERVANT OF GOD. By W. Zim- 
merli and J. Jeremias. Alec R. Allenson, Inc., 
Napierville, Il. 120 pp., $2.25. (Studies 
in Biblical Theology No. 20). 

This is a book the Christian minister 
—and any Biblical student with a know]l- 
edge of the original languages—ought 
to have. It will give him a new apprecia- 
tion of Isaiah 53 and its influence on 
Jesus and the New Testament writers 
which he could hardly find so compactly 
presented elsewhere. 

The book is really a translation of the 
article in Kittel’s Theologishches Worter- 
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buch zum Neun Testament, but since 
neither that book nor the ability to trans- 
late it is available to us all, we can be 
grateful to Dr. Harold Knight for pro- 
viding us with this English translation. 

Dr. Zimmerli examines the idea of the 
“Servant of God” in the Old Testament 
as it is used before the time of Deutero- 
Isaiah, both in a “profane” (as a slave, 
servant of the king, etc.) way and a “re- 
ligious” (a humble self-description, Is- 
rael, etc.) manner. Then taking the “Serv- 
ant Songs,” he shows how there is more 
depth of meaning in the term as used 
here, so that the one referred to here is 
undoubtedly Messianic. 

Dr. Jeremias shows how the term was 
used in late Judaism and in the New 
Testament. Contrary to the opinion of 
some, be believes the ‘Servant of God” 
had Messianic content for the Jews from 
pre-Christian times. More important, he 
believes that the idea was definitely in 
the thinking of Jesus as he thought of 
what he must do. He seems to have an- 
ticipated violent death, and he interpreted 
that death in terms of Isaiah 53. ‘‘Be- 
cause he goes to his death innocently, 
voluntarily, patiently and in accordance 
with the will of God (Isa. 53) his dying 
has boundless atoning virtue. It is life 
flowing from God, and life in God which 
he outpours” (p. 104). 

While this is a technical book, it is 
not hard for anyone with only a smatter- 
ing of Hebrew and Greek to read, and 
since it concerns such a vital part of our 
Christian faith, it is one which should 
be read widely by those who would faith- 
fully interpret the Word—both the writ- 
ten Word and the Word incarnate. 
Bellaire, Texas. WiiuiaM A. BAINE. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 








For Christmas Giving 


YOUTH 
AT 
PRAYER 


A Book of 
Prayers for 
Youth 
By Harold and 
Dorothy Ewing 


Prayers from the devotional classics, from 
present day religious leaders, and from 
youth of today. Beautifully bound in blue, 
with gold stamping. 128 pages, vest pocket 
size. 75¢ each, 12 for $6.00. Order from 


Che Oyowr Room_ 


The world’s most widely used 
devotional guide 


1908 Grand Avenue, Nashville, Tenn. 








: YoucaN PUBLISH: 
[YOUR BOOK: 


& Free brochure tells how we published 2000 books for = 
e © authors. Free editorial appraisal. Write Dept. FC-10 
= 
e 


© EXPOSITION PRESS / 386 4th Ave., N.Y. 16 
COCOHCEOCEHOHOOSOHOEEOO®S 


The Spiritual Growth of Children. Doro- 
thy B. Fritz. Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia. $1, paper. 

When We Teach Juniors. Jane Bower- 
man Harris. Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia. $1, paper. 

When We Teach Primary Children, Mar- 
jorie Haynes. Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia. $1, paper. 

When We Teach Kindergarten Children. 
Kathrene McLandress Toby. Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia. $1, paper. 

Success in Piano Teaching. Julia Brough- 
ton. Vantage Press, N. Y. $2.75. 

The Layman Learns to Pray. Lloyd V. 
Channels. Bethany Press, St. Louis, $1.50. 

The Duties of the Ruling Elder. Paul S. 
Wright. Westminster Press, St. Louis. $1. 

Backdrop to Tragedy. Wm. R. Polk, 
David Stamler, Edmund Asfour Beacon 
Press, Boston. $4.95. 

The College Handbook. S. Donald Karl, 
Editor. College Entrance Examination 
Board, N. Y. $1.50, paper. 

Christmas Songs and Their Stories. Her- 
bert J. Wernecke. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. $2.50 

A Faith for the Nations. Charles W. 
Forman. Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
$1. 

The Thundering Scot. Geddes MacGregor. 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia. $3.95. 

A Comprehensive Program of Music. Fed- 
eral Lee Whittlesey. Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia. $3.95. 

Principles of Christian Worship. Ray- 
mond Abba. Oxford University Press, N. Y. 
$2.75. 

Choral Readings for Junior Worship and 
Inspiration. Harry J. Heltman & Helen 
A. Brown. Westminster Press, Philadel- 
phia. 1 to 4 copies, $1, each. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian U. S. 

Malcolm McL. Bullock, from Gaffney, 
S. C., to 2411 Young Dr., Fleming Hts., 
Augusta, Ga, 

J. Allan Guthrie, from Gladewater, Tex- 
as, to Sonora, Texas. 

Henry G. Morgan, formerly of Severna 
Pk., Md., has taken up his new duties as 
pastor of the First Church, Virginia 
Beach, Va. 

J. R. McGregor, from Montreat, N. C., 
to 114 Hillside Ave., Fayetteville, N. C. 

Lawrence W. Kessler, from Lexington, 
Va., to the Burgaw, N. C., and Hopewell 
churches. 

Frederic R. Dinkins, from Recife, Per- 
nambuco, Brazil, to Caixa Postal 102, 
Teresina, Piaui, Brazil. 

R. K. McCall, from Haskell, Texas, to 
2519 Oaklawn Ave., Dallas, Texas. 

Hugh Smith, from Covington, Va., to 
Low Gap, N. C. 

J. W. Allen, from Richmond, Va., to 
1152 S. Brunswick St., Marshall, Mo. 

George S. Totten, from Brinkley, Ark., 
to the First church, Reform, Ala. 

E. A. J. Seddon, Jr., (a corrected ad- 
dress) from Mexico City to Circunvalaci6n 
B-4, Colonia de los Arcos, Morelia, Michoa- 
can, Mexico. 

Presbyterian, USA 

J. Paul McLaughlin, Milford, N. Y., has 
accepted a call to the Dalton City, IIlL., 
church. 

Charlies S. Schwartz, from 
N. Y. to Trumansburg, N. Y. 

D. Andrew Howey, from 
Mich., to 726 Western Dr., 

Donald D. Creamer, formerly of La 
Porte, Colo., has been installed as the 
first pastor of Trinity Church, Prescott, 
Ariz. 

Leonard T. Boyd, formerly of South San 
Gabriel, Calif., is the organizing minister 
for a church in Maryvale, a suburb of 
Phoenix, Ariz. 

Samuel Coleman, Jr., 
Mich., to Sodus, N. Y. 

Harold R. Black, from Parker, Pa., to 
the Westtown and South Centerville, N. 
Y., churches, 

Frederick A. Widmann, Jr., from Faust, 
N. Y., to Hobart, N. Y. 

Richard Ross, from Dallas (Texas) 
Seminary, to assistant pastor, First 
church, Niagara Falls, N. Y. 

Kenyone Moyer, from the Congrega- 
tional Church to assistant pastor Bryn 
Mawr Park Church, Yonkers, N. Y. 

William G. Doxsey, Jr., from Stillwater, 
N. Y., to Cambridge, N. Y 

John Mickelsen, from 
to Kenoga, N. Y. 

Robert W. Farrow, 
Ohio, to assistant pastor Huguenot 
Memorial Church, Pelham, N. Y 

Walter R. Graig, from Cooperstown, N. 
Y., to assistant pastor Orchard Park, N. Y. 

Zolton Kiraly, from Hungary, to the 
Hungarian church, Yonkers, N. Y. 
RETIRING 

Walter Getty, Nyack, N. Y., 
from the active ministry. 

George R. Harland, Gorham, N. 
announced his intention to retire. 
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DEATHS 

Cari H. Elliott, retired, died in Bing- 
hamton, N. Y., Sept. 14. 

Lacy |. Moffett, 79, died Oct. 2 in 
Taylorsville, N. C. From 1904 to 1940 he 
served as a missionary in China. Earlier, 
for two years, he had been one of the 
leaders of the “Forward Movement” in 
the church. Since returning to this coun- 
try he has served in Lynchburg, Va., St. 
Joseph, Mo., and Banner Elk, N. C. 

Henrietta J. Inglis, 68, retired professor 
of mathematics at Isabella Thoburn Col- 
lege, Lucknow, India, and former member 
of the Board of Governors of that college, 
died in Duarte, Calif., Oct. 12. 

Howard Campbell, retired missionary 
to Thailand, died Oct. 14 at Duarte, Calif., 
after a long illness. His death came two 
days after his 91st birthday. 

James Herman Magee, 45, died Sept. 13, 
following a heart attack in Carthage, 
Miss., where he had served since 1952. 
He had not been well for some months. 
Earlier pastorates were in Louisiana and 
Arkansas. He was also an Army chaplain. 
POETRY AWARD 

Thomas Carlisle, of Watertown, N. Y., 
won the Durham Chapbook award. while 
attending the University of New Hamp- 
shire writers’ conference. The award 
provides for the publication of a small 
book of his poetry. 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

The annual statewide inter-denomina- 
tional leadership training conference 
sponsored by the Christian Action Coun- 
cil will be held Nov. 4-6 at the Opportuni- 


ty School near Columbia, S. C. Ernest 
Trice Thompson, Richmond, Va., will 
lead a series of five studies on “Biblical 
Bases for Christian Action.” 


RADIO 

November 3 on The Protestant Hour-— 
President Ralph Waldo Lloyd of Mary- 
ville College. 


PRINCETON 

M. Richard Shaull, dean of the Theo- 
logical Seminary, Campinas, Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, is filling the Students’ Lecture- 
ship on Missions at Princeton Seminary 
October 28-30 on “The Encounter Between 
Classical Protestantism and the ‘Sects’ 
on the Missionary Frontier.” 


LECTURES 

Theodore F. Adams, president of the 
Baptist World Alliance, and pastor of the 
First Baptist Church, Richmond, Va., is 
the Ashlyn White Bible lecturer at the 
First church, Mooresville, N. C. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 

Fred S. Buschmeyer has been installed 
as assistant General Secretary of the 
National Council of Churches and director 
of its Washington office. Dr. Buschmeyer 
was formerly an executive of the Gen- 
eral Council of Congregational-Christian 
churches. 

Meryl H. Ruoss, of N. Y., has been 
named executive director of the Depart- 
ment of the Urban Church of the NCC. 
He was formerly a staff member of the 
Protestant Council of the City of New 
York. 
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